




Exposure to Violence: Predicting Delinquency
Sophia Cruz-Tranquilino
CJC 496 Senior Research Project
University of Mount Olive
April 12, 2020












ABSTEACT
Most children are exposed to violence, however, if that child end up being a criminal depends on his/her character and external factors that affect the behavior. The external factors may include: composition of the family, which has changed over time. Changes in the family, affects the youths in respect to their relationships between the family and society. Most of children, who have nontraditional families; they become unsuccessful in academics, and children are less sociable than families that have two parents. Drug abuse and delinquency is more common in male youths who come from single mother households with no support of father. Also, Children have a harder time adapting to some areas of development if they were victim of abuse and neglect in the past. Even parent who were exposed to some form of violence during their childhood are more likely to abuse their children. Some experts argue that anti-social children who watch a lot of media, media violence and bullied in school are associated with more violent crimes. And the last factor but not the list, most people associate Poor families with child neglect and inadequate care of children.
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       LITERATURE REVIEW 
The kind of family that a child comes from determines the most of their behavior, and most importantly not excluding if they are violent or not. We have two types of families in our modern society; they are nuclear/traditional and nontraditional. Traditional family includes mother, father and children and also it may include other close relative. This is considered as the best way to rare a child, since they will be monitored and disciplined by many family members. However due to the changing world of manufacturing, it is common to have spouse working in different location, and sees their family members once after sometime. This kind of changes occurs within the family, and affects the young in respect to their relationship with family and society (Hollist $ McBroom 2006). The parents who have been affected by these changes are fathers. Who often support their family with finances: promoting delinquency in family commotions: for example of whom of his children was given more than other(s). Also, majority of the children use their money in gambling which mostly result to physical fighting. And, others use them on drug abuse which is the major source of violent. 
Also we have nontraditional family, which are in many times caused by divorce or death of one partner. Divorces in America have brought about single mother parenthood.  Inter parental conflicts in families can have an effect on behavioral problems in children. Living with two parents in a happy home means that there are greater resources for supervision and a greater likelihood for norms to be reinforced instead of single parent (Hollist $ McBroom 2006). There is more likely for children living with their step fathers to result into violent especially if the mother is the bread winner. Before a divorce many partners engage into physical confrontations which affect children delinquency.   
In United States some states are termed to be more violent than others. States with high level of drug abuse record more abusive environment as compared to others than others. Therefore bringing up a child in a violence environment will definitely affect the child. Children have a harder time adapting to some areas of development if they were victim of abuse and neglect in the past. Also, depression, anxiety, aggression, and hyperactivity are more likely to occur in children who were exposed to physical abuse (Ellonen, et al., 2013).  When predicting delinquency of children exposure to violent, it essential to consider who were raised in a violent area and most probably they were victim of abuse.  A significant number of violence have been reported being committed by children who have been previously been abused.
With advanced in technology, a big number of children spend a most of their time in media, watching their favorite shows and video and also playing programmed video games. That has affected their social lives and increased the number of anti social children. Not all the times children get good information from media, however some time they watch and play violent videos. Some abuse is related with media, in the sense that violent media exposure is associated with involvement in violent behavior (Boxer, et al., 2009, p. 425).  More analysts reveal that anti-social children who were into media violence were associated with more violent crimes (Ferguson, 2011). USA government has not been left out in campaign of fighting violent materials, as it has banned public from accessing that kind of information. Therefore emerging anti social children through media and video games is an important factor in Predicting Delinquency in children exposure to violence.
Lack of basic needs such as food, shelter and cloth can lead to survival for the fittest mentality among our society. The economy plays a huge role in the way parents treat a child. There are financial issues; children are at a higher risk of both neglect and physical abuse (Escaravage, 2016). Also, Poverty has an effect on how children are raised by their parents/guardians. Poor housing conditions are related to child neglect and inadequate care of children (Joy, et al., 2004). Also according to according to Stoddard, et al. (2011), Children who live in an impoverished neighborhood are at a higher risk of becoming hopeless of their future and deciding to engage in violent behaviors according to Stoddard, et al. (2011). These children will be forced to get into the streets in order to get what they are lacking. And, it not easy to find generous people in our current world, who can offer free gifts to them. Therefore, many will result to physically assaulting other children to steal what their parent cannot afford. Children who are abused by their parent in future turn out to be aggressive. Poverty is one of a point to note in predicting delinquency by young generation who are exposed in violence. 
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